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NO GLOBALISATION WITHOUT DIRECT DEMOCRACY - ANARCHIST MEDIA INSTITUTE 


CAPITALIST ETHICS? 

The killings in Washington and New York 
highlights the total bankruptcy of capitalist 
economics, an economic system that puts 
growth and profits before everything else. 
The opening of the New York Stock 
Exchange, one week after it closed, is a 
salutary lesson in capitalist economics. 
Although the U.S. President, the apple pie 
brigade and Alan Greenspan, the head of 
the Federal Reserve, called on Americans 
not to panic and hold their nerve, the New 
York Stock Exchange closed down 7% on 
its pre-attack value. 

While the apple pie mum and dad investor 
listened to the government’s advice to 
keep calm, institutional investors 
embarked on an orgy of selling that drove 
down prices by around 7%. Hedge funds 
and speculators have no interest in 
America’s future, all they are interested in, 
is making money. At the very moment 
when the country needs to work together, 
the Stock Exchange is subverted by 
speculators and day traders who have no 
interest in America’s, or anybody else’s 
short term or long term future. All they are 
interested in, is making money, who 
suffers from their decisions doesn't matter. 

Capitalist economics is predatory in the 
extreme. It’s an economic system that is 
driven by artificially engineered market 
forces, not by human need. Irrespective 
of the regulations that we introduced into 
the New York Stock Exchange to modify 
the markets response, it’s become 
apparent that the economic tiger can't 
change its spots. To compound matters, 
information has reached the Stock 
Exchange that a number of unknown 
players knew about the disaster and had 
invested heavily in major insurance 
stocks, making a tidy little sum selling 
future options when the markets re¬ 
opened. While the world is dominated by 
economic systems that are based on the 
creation of profits, irrespective of the 
social and human cost, not human needs, 
the gap between the haves and have nots 
will increase and the bitterness which led 
to the New York disaster will continue to 
grow and fester. Nothing highlights the 
bankruptcy of capitalism more than the 
world's market responses to what 
happened in Washington and New York. 


It's no exaggeration to say that if capitalist 
economics continues to dominate the 
world economy, the 21 st century may be 
the century when the human race joins the 
dinosaurs. 

CORNFLAKE PACKET HISTORY 

The abysmal lack of knowledge by most 
Australians about the reasons behind the 
terror attacks in New York and 
Washington is an indictment on the role 
that the mass media plays in this country. 
Most Australians are genuinely perplexed 
about the reasons for the attack. They 
cannot even begin to imagine why 
anybody would want to launch an attack 
on the United States. 

Generations of Australians have been 
brought up believing the rhetoric that the 
United States is the home of “freedom and 
democracy”. They have no understanding 
of the lengths the United States military 
industrial complex have gone to maintain 
their hegemony over the worlds political 
and economic future. Generations of the 
third-world citizens have been brutalised, 
starved, tortured and murdered to protect 
United States interests across the globe. 
Through the 20 th century, millions of 
people have died to guarantee the United 
States economic dominance. 

Tin pot dictators from Papa Doc Duvalier 
to Suharto the butcher, have been 
supported and protected by the United 
States because those people were willing 
to protect United States interests at the 
expense of the people they ruled. The 
abysmal lack of knowledge surrounding 
historical and current events produces the 
fertile needed for the growth of a culture of 
denial. “America would never do that”. 
“That’s the type of behaviour you expect 
from terrorists”. 

This culture of denial provides the perfect 
backdrop for the next cycle of violence 
that is about to engulf Afghanistan. 
People who have been used as proxy 
soldiers in other peoples wars - both 
secular and religious - will now be mown 
down like grass because they happen to 
live in a country that’s dominated by a 
group of religious bigots who have little in 
common with the people they rule. No 
wonder Bin Laden and his supporters are 
rubbing their hands together at the 


thought of the new stream of recruits who 
will be banging at their doors when the 
smoke finally settles. 

USER PAY - RULES SUPREME!! 

Port Phillip Council’s (a Melbourne 
Council) decision to proceed with 
undergrounding power lines if more than 
70% of residents agree and then forcing 
the property owners who disagree to also 
pay the 75% of the cost of undergrounding 
these overhead powerlines, sets some 
very important and dangerous precedents. 
This is the latest of a long line of 
proposals that guarantees that the user 
pay principle reigns supreme. 

Extending the user pay principle to cover 
the cost of cosmetic changes gives local 
councils an extraordinary amount of 
power. Although some people have the 
disposable income to part with six to ten 
thousand dollars to put powerlines 
underground, many, especially those on 
fixed incomes, don’t have money to waste 
on cosmetic changes. Although it's not 
unusual for councils to bill property 
owners for a variety of essential services, 
underground powerlines don’t fall into this 
category and are not an essential service. 
If anything, underground powerlines are a 
lifestyle move and a cosmetic change. If 
people are expected to pay rates, you'd 
think that a rate level could be struck that 
would cover the cost of underground 
powerlines. 

The cost to maintain overhead powerlines 
is more than recouped by the cost to put 
them underground. What’s the point of 
having a council, or for that matter, a 
government, if it’s not willing to use taxes 
collected to meet the needs of the 
community? The increasing levels of 
corporate welfare, coupled with the 
voluntary nature of taxation paid by most 
transnational corporations, highlights the 
reasons governments have been forced to 
use user-pay principles to levy individual 
consumers. 

Attempts by all arms of government to 
extend these principles into all aspects of 
our lives needs to be resisted. If we don’t 
band together to resist these changes, 
what little money collected by the taxation 
system will be diverted into the pockets of 
the corporate sector. That's why the 












introduction of the user-pay system into 
any aspect of our lives should ring alarm 
bells. 

IS MY ENEMIES ENEMY MY FRIEND? 

Following the death and destruction in the 
United States, a number of groups have 
jumped up and down acting as if their 
enemies enemy is their friend. Those 
groups that have thrown their support 
behind the terror attacks in the United 
States believing that America has got ‘its 
just desserts’ and that America’s chickens 
have come to roost, need to have a look 
at who they have thrown their support 
behind. It’s one thing understanding the 
reasons why these attacks have occurred, 
it’s another thing throwing your support 
behind the attacks and the organisations 
responsible for the attacks. 

The old adage that ‘my enemies enemy is 
my friend’ is not true, especially in this 
case. Muslim fundamentalists and 
anarchists have nothing in common. 
Although Muslim fundamentalists oppose 
the United States government, they are 
not anti-capitalist. They support 
capitalism to the hilt. They have attacked 
the United States because they want to 
destroy the structures that currently 
oppress them. In their place, they want to 
establish a religious dictatorship that runs 
on legal principles that are outlined in the 
Koran - Sharia law. 

They’re struggling to establish a society 
that is ruled by religious figures who enjoy 
unlimited power. The state becomes the 
vehicle by which religion is able to impose 
its will on the people. No matter how 
draconian a secular state is, its power 
pales into insignificance when compared 
with the power a religious dictatorship has, 
to control every aspect of human 
behaviour. Free choice - a central tenet 
of anarchism - is a concept that doesn’t 
exist in a religious dictatorship. 

Those individuals and groups that have 
supported the terror attacks in the United 
States need to understand that they would 
be the first casualties in a Muslim 
fundamentalist society. They need to be 
aware that the group who carried out the 
attack has similar aims to the United 
States. The strategy they have used to 
push their struggle forward is similar to the 
strategy that the United States has used 
to protect and expand its interests outside 
its borders. Both the United States and 
the group that carried out the attack, 
deserve each other. Anarchists support 
neither side. Although we may have the 
same enemy, it’s blatantly obvious that 
our enemies enemy and the method of 
struggle they use, is diametrically opposed 
to everything Anarchists stand for. 

WHAT ARE THEY WAITING FOR? 

As Ansett workers take to the streets 
demanding that they be given their jobs 
back, and that they receive all they are 
legally entitled to, the Federal Government 
is doing handstands trying to come up 
with a winning solution to one of 
Australia’s largest corporate collapses. As 
the receivers go through the books, 
seeing what financial advantage they can 
extract from the company, Ansett’s 


equipment and staff, rot as they wait for a 
white knight to perform his duty. 

When you look squarely at the problem, 
the solution is so simple it’s breathtaking. 
All the Ansett workers who have lost their 
jobs, need to do is reclaim them. The 
infrastructure is still in place to put the 
airliner back in the air. Liquidator or no 
liquidator, all they need to do is 
recommence working. Forget about the 
liquidator, staff have the expertise to get 
the airliner off the ground. 

Ansett does not need a new owner, it can 
be managed by the staff. The only difficult 
aspect of this equation is what will happen 
to the airline’s creditors? Irrespective of 
what proposed solution is accepted, 
creditors will only get a fraction of what 
their owed if Ansett is sold. As an 
ongoing concern, the takeover of the 
airline by the staff seems to be the only 
sensible solution to the whole sorry mess. 
Staff either seize the moment, or they die 
a long, slow lingering death, waiting on 
government handouts to sustain both 
body and soul. Ansett staff have nothing 
at all to lose if they reclaim the airline and 
put it back in the air. Why should they be 
punished for something that’s not their 
fault? They and their unions need to show 
a little bit of courage and acting now 
before it’s too late. No amount of 
creditors, meetings or legal options will 
salvage the airline. Staff have the future 
of Ansett in their hands. They either 
listen to the experts, and end up with 
nothing or they seize the moment and put 
Ansett back in the air. 

ANARCHIST QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Q. Can terror be successfully used as 
an anarchist strategy? 

A. Terror as a weapon doesn’t destroy 
the social relationship that binds 
communities together. It can and does 
destroy the social conditions that are 
necessary for mass egalitarian change. 
The introduction of terror in a campaign, 
panics the population and drives them to 
throwing their support behind groups and 
institutions that promise vengeance and 
that offer to protect them from this external 
threat. 

It drives many people who may not 
necessarily support the state into the 
states arms. The single most important 
aspect of what happened in New York in 
the past week is not the loss of life and 
damage to infrastructure, but the mass 
mobilisation of the American population by 
the American state. Terror campaigns 
remove the grey area that anarchist 
groups successfully use in their attempts 
to create institutions within institutions. 
Terror polarises debate and creates a 
‘them and us’ attitude that reinforces the 
power of those in authority. 

The indiscriminate use of force by these 
people, who oppose the state apparatus, 
always reinforces the power of the state at 
the expense of those movements that are 
trying to curb the power of the state. The 
use of terror as a tool polarises opinion, 
narrows debate, reinforces the power of 
the state and creates conditions that form 


social movements that curb individual 
rights and create a culture of vengeance. 
It's no accident that authoritarian 
movements use terror as a tool. The use 
of terror destabilises the state apparatus 
and provides the necessary conditions for 
them to seize state power and then use 
that power to establish structures that 
allow them to use the state to impose their 
will on the population. Terror is and 
always has been the tool that the state 
and authoritarian movements use to 
impose their will on the population. It is 
not a tool that can be used to create an 
egalitarian community. 

ACTION BOX - Rose Coloured Glasses 

Anarchists, like most people have the 
unfortunate habit of looking at the world through 
rose coloured glasses. Activists have a habit of 
looking at things, as they would like them to be, 
not as they are. It is important that we have 
realistic impressions of the society we live in 
and realistic expectations of what we can and 
cannot achieve both in the long and the short 
term. Unrealistic expectations create 
disillusionment and sap the energy of the 
movement for egalitarian social change. 

If I had a dollar for every time I’ve heard that 
change was just around the corner, I could 
have retired by now. That doesn't mean we 
have to have a pessimistic view of the world. 
Pessimism also creates disillusionment and 
encourages inactivity. What we need to be 
able to do as individuals and groups is to have 
an understanding of the society we live in, and 
the forces that are at play within that 
community. 

Many activists find it difficult to develop realistic 
attitudes because they isolate themselves from 
society. Their whole life revolves around talking 
and mixing with people with similar viewpoints. 
Their interactions with people outside their 
milieu is almost non-existent. No wonder they 
have difficulty in understanding what’s going on. 
Living in a fantasyland can be very limiting. A 
lack of understanding about reality can and 
does create campaigns and movements that 
are doomed to failure before they even start. 
Stop, look and listen before you embark on a 
new campaign. What do you hope to achieve? 
Who is it directed at? What resources can you 
allocate towards the campaign? Have you done 
your homework? Do you know the people and 
institutions you’re directing it at? How will you 
organise it? How many people will be involved 
in it? Whether you succeed or not, will 
ultimately depend on you’re understanding of 
the reality your faced with, not the fantasy 
you've created in your own mind. 


AUSTRALIAN ANARCHIST AND 
RADICAL HISTORY 



The election of a Labor government does not 
necessarily improve conditions for workers. In 
1913, unionists had greater expectations of 
Labor governments than today’s workers. The 
comprehensive defeat of the 1891 shearers 
strike saw most trade unionists abandon direct 
action and put their energy into forming a Labor 
Party that could win parliamentary elections and 
within a few years, win they did. Not that a 
Labor party in power made much difference to 
unionists. 

It didn’t take Labor governments and unionists 
long to realise that economic power does not lie 
in parliament. Nothing highlighted this fact 
more than the actions of the New South Wales 
Labor government in 1913. The government 
refused to override court decisions made 
against workers who participated in the Sydney 
Ferry and Gas strikes in early 1913. The New 
South Wales Labor government, bowing to 
business pressure, allowed private ferries to 
operate during the strike and the Labor Premier 
J.S.T McGowan, issued a proclamation, during 
the height of the strike for volunteers to man the 
gas works. 

The discontent that these decisions generated 
helped the I.W.W. - The Industrial Workers of 




the World - to increase their influence in New 
South Wales, and the rest of Australia. Within 
a few short years, they were able to harness 
the dissatisfaction people felt with the 
parliamentary process and created one of the 
most successful direct action movements that 
Australia has seen. Thousands of workers 
flocked to the ranks of the I.W.W., an 
organisation that welcomed all workers 
irrespective of their race, colour and creed, 
something that the All White traditional Trade 
Union Movement had battled against for years. 
Although both the Sydney Ferry and Gas 
strikes were defeated, the way they were 
defeated opened many workers eyes to the fact 
that Labor parties winning elections didn’t 
necessarily mean that workers conditions and 
wages would improve. In many cases, Labor 
parties in government were able to do things to 
workers that conservative governments could 
only dream of achieving. It’s a pity that the 
lesson workers learnt, nearly one hundred 
years ago hasn’t yet sunk in. 


* * BOOK REVIEW 
The Growth Illusion. Richard 
Douthwaite. New Society Publishers. 

1999 (2nd edition) 

ISBN-0-86571-396-0 
The revised and updated 1992 edition of The 
Growth Illusion' emphatically makes the points 
that “ economic growth has enriched the few, 
impoverished the many and endangered the 
planet”. This 380-page book punctures the 
ludicrous idea that without growth, people 
cannot prosper. Today we’re surrounded by an 
economic system that devours the body and 
soul of the community, while ripping out the 
entrails and vital organs of the planet. 

Capitalist economics both state and private, 
float on a polluted ocean of lies, deceit, half- 
truths and an intellectual hegemony that brooks 
no opposition. The tissue of lies that the global 
economic system is based on, is only apparent 
to the child who can see that the Emperor has 
no clothes on. The rest of the community, fed 
on a diet of mass media offal, refuses to 
acknowledge what should be obvious to 
everyone. Richard Douthwaite is the child who 
has called the Emperor’s bluff. The Growth 
Illusion’ highlights that even those economic 
gains that have occurred in the United States 
and Australia, have been gained by eating the 
sides of the lifeboat we all dwell on. 

Douthwaite, calculatingly dissects the myths, 
that The Growth Illusion’ is based on. With an 
intellectual vigour that comes from dedication 
and meticulous research, he removes the 
Emperor’s clothes, piece by piece until the 
Emperor stands naked before us. 

The Growth Illusion’ provides interesting and 
possibly necessary reading for anybody who is 
involved in the anti-globalisation struggle. The 
author provides activists with the intellectual 
weapons they need to deflect and deflate the 
arguments trotted out by the growth brigade, a 
motley collection of institutions, corporations, 
governments and individuals who refuse to 
acknowledge the obvious - that growth is killing 
the human race and destroying lifeboat Earth. 
Thanks to Anarres Books for kindly providing 
me with the review copy of the Growth Illusion. 
The book is available for A$25.95 from Anarres 
Books. Computer savvy email your order to: 
mailorder@anarres.org.au 
If not, don’t despair send your order to Anarres 
Books: PO Box 150 , East Brunswick, VIC, 
3057, AUSTRALIA 

Ask them for their latest catalogue. Log onto 
their website: www.anarres.org.au 
< http://www.anarres.org.au/ > and have a look. 


PERSONAL OBSERVATION 

Staring intently at the faces of “pure evil” 
looking at me from the newsprint, I don’t notice 
any tell tale signs, no horns, no hunchbacks, no 
vacant eyes, just human being, like you and 
me. I’ve seen pictures of mass murderers, film 
footage of men and women who implemented 
the Third Reich's policies. Men and women 
who were responsible for hideous crimes too 
ugly to even detail. No tell tale signs, they’ve 
become elderly men and women living 
mundane lives lost in suburbia. 

Pol Pot, Bush Senior, Sadam Plussein and 
Suharto the butcher - evil? Pure evil? No, just 
human beings in positions of authority, giving 
orders which result in mass murder supported 
by institutions which give them the authority to 
practice their craft, heroes one day mass 
murderers the next. 

Evil doesn’t reside in individual souls, it resides 
in the state, religion, hierarchy, nationality and 
race. It grows, festers in a myriad of individual 
souls and explodes, reducing the other to a 
cutboard cutout with no soul, personality or the 
right to life. 

Pluman beings aren’t born good or evil, there is 
no pre-destination, free choice is always a 
possibility at least at the beginning. As 
hierarchies are built on hierarchies free choice 
becomes a dream, an unattainable goal. 
Pluman beings are reduced to automations that 
die like the carp for ideology. Religion, 
nationality, race dominate every aspect of 
everyday life. People become conduits for 
ideas that negate their identity, destroy their 
lives. 

Look at the pictures, look at them closely. You 
are looking at your brother and sister, mirror 
images of yourself. Pure evil? Possibly 
servants of pure evil? Push them aside, isolate 
them, push them into the arms of those who 
need foot soldiers to bring their ideas to life. 
Put them in planes, watch them release bombs 
on civilians in the name of the state. Watch 
them release a nuclear bomb on Pliroshima and 
Negasaki. Watch them send missiles half way 
round the earth. 

Watch them slam planes into tall buildings. 
Pure evil or the servants of pure evil? We are 
looking at men and women who have given up 
what little free choice they enjoy for an idea, a 
religious belief or even a racial question. Watch 
them closely because they hold the answer to 
your doubts about your ability to exercise free 
choice. Without that freedom, your life 
becomes a plaything for those that exercise 
authority and power. 

STOP PRESS 
BLAMING THE VICTIM 

It hasn’t taken long for talkback Australia to put 
two and two together. With a little help from a 
plethora of talkback hate jocks, they’ve come to 
the conclusion that the “Illegal immigrants” 
bobbing around in the high seas are the root of 
all evil. In their opinion those Afghan refugees 
that have sacrificed everything to come to a 
new land are fifth columnists waiting to reek 
vengeance on the citizens of the promised land. 
The hysteria surrounding the arrival of these 
refugees on Australian soil reminds me of the 
hysteria that occurred in Australia during the 
Second World War. Everybody of Italian, 
German and Japanese background were 
declared enemies. Many people who had lived 
here for decades were interned. No 
allowances were made for people’s beliefs. All 
Italians were enemy aliens. Italian immigrants 
who had left Italy to escape from Mussolini’s 
fascist government were interned with Italian 
fascists. The victims and oppressors were 
considered to be one and the same. Nationality 
became the sole arbitrator of a human beings 
worth. 

The same is happening today. Refugees who 
are escaping from the horrors in Afghanistan, 


Iraq, Iran and Palestine are seen to be fifth 
columnists. They are not considered to be 
refugees. Nationality is everything. This 
mindset creates the conditions that help form a, 
them and us mentality. A mentality that defines 
individuals in terms of their race, religion or 
nationality. These conditions spawn the hatred 
that leads to the atrocities that occurred in New 
York. Individuals irrespective of who they are, 
are deemed to be collectively guilty. This 
myopic mindset spawns a cycle of violence that 
creates conditions that will allow the United 
States to extract vengeance collectively killing 
both the innocent and the guilty. 

Joseph TOSCANO / Libertarian 
Workers for a Self-Managed Society. 


i Video box 

| Little Nicky! 

[This film does for heavy metal head 
j bangers what Monty Python's ’Life Of 
i Brian’ did for Jesus. It’s basically a send 
j up of popular music culture. In this case, 
jthe heavy metal rock music fan. 
j Adam Sandler plays the son of, no other 
jthan the Prince of darkness (Satan). 
[Satan’s 10,000 years of corrupting the 
[youth of the world are almost up, and Little 
[Nicky’s two evil brothers are plotting to 
[take over father's throne by escaping from 
i hell (located somewhere below the earth's 
[surface) and wreaking havoc (preaching 
[sin, decadence, and debauchery) in the 
[Big Apple. Little Nicky must also make the 
[trek to New York city in order to capture 
j his two brothers and return them to hell, 
i While in New York, Little Nicky befriends 
[two heavy metal heads (devoted fans of 
j Satan), and this is where the fun begins, 
j’Little Nicky’ is not a serious attempt for 
[cinematic excellence, but nevertheless, 
[the film does have its moments. There are 
[also guest appearances from such 
[acclaimed actors as Reese Witherspoon 
[and Roger Dangerfield. 

■ Redball! An Australian release shot in 
[Melbourne starring John Brumpton and 
[Belinda McClory. This film reads like a 
i chapter from Raymond Hoser’s "Victorian 
j Police Corruption" book series. 

[Some more notable scenes in the film 
[include the constant washing up of dead 
[bodies along the banks of the Yarra near 
[Southgate, prime real estate property and 
i home to Melbourne's Casino. Police are 
[more concerned what the news of dead 
[bodies washing up along Southbank will 
[do to property values than anything else, 
j Plow police tackle the recurring washed up 
[bodies is amusing. 

[I hope in future issues to tackle new 
[technology which will enable 'us' to 
[choose films via cable connection from the 
[comfort of out own homes and it's possible 
[effects on video stores as well as the film 
[industry in general, 
j Georgios Alexandrou 
[I can be contacted at 
j jTiadwoa007@biapond.com . 



ANARCHIST PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED THIS WEEK 


ABATALHA Vol.27 No. 187/188 Sept. 2001, Jounal de Expressao Anarquista, R Marques de Ponte de Lima, 31-20-D, 1100-337, LISBOA, PORTUGAL 
FREEDOM Vol.62 No.17 8 th Sept. 2001,84B Whitechapel High St, LONDON EI7QX, ENGLAND, Email freedom@ecn.ora . www.ecn.ora/freedom 
UMANITA NOVA Vol.81 No.29 2 nd Sept 2001, C. So Palermo 46, 10152 TORINO, ITALY, Email fat@inrete.it. Tel/Fax (Oil) 857 850, Mobile 0338-6594 361 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED THIS WEEK 

NEW VOICES No.1-No.4 March-Sept. 2001,5/170 Thompson Rd., NORTH GEELONG 3215, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, Tel. (03)5278 6787 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 





















DEBT ELIMINATION APPEAL - Our debt stands at $1546.20 

So you think that the Anarchist Age Weekly Review will appear week in, week out, irrespective of the economic circumstances. If Ansett, H.I.H. and OneTel - billion dollar companies - can go down the drain, why can’t we? Our latest appeal 
for people to renew their subscriptions have fallen on deaf ears. Our appeal for internet users to take out subscriptions have met the same fate. If thirty subscribers took out subscriptions for another year, we wouldn’t be in the position we 
are in today. The ball’s in your court. If you can help by renewing subscriptions, then we encourage you to do so. 

Keep sending in those money orders and cheques made out to Libertarian Workers to PO Box 20 Parkville, 3052 Melbourne Australia. If sending less than 20 dollars send 45 cent stamps and save on bank and post office charges. 

Without your assistance we cannot continue to publish and broadcast. Don’t know what to buy that friend that doesn't want or need anything!! Buy them a subscription to the Anarchist Age Weekly Review, 10 issues 10 dollars, 50 issues 50 
dollars. Earth's only English anarchist weekly. 


Debt 19-9-2001 


LATENT ANARCHISTS NEED TO BE ACTIVATED 

RTR, a Community Radio Station in Perth, has recently begun broadcasting The 
Anarchist World This Week. A number of listeners have contacted us about 
establishing links with other anarchists in Western Australia. If you're interested in 
making contact with other anarchists in Western Australia, send us a note or email us 
at anarchistaqeia)vahoo.com . This notice applies both to individuals and groups. 


i NATIONAL COMMUNITY RADIO SATELLITE j 

i Anarchist World This Week is broadcast live on the National Community Radio Satellite 10.00am I 
j every Wednesday (Eastern time) Community Radio Stations affiliated to the National Community] 
j Satellite can play it live or download it and play it later on in the week. The programme is played by] 
] a number of community radio stations across Australia. If you want to listen to the Anarchist World ] 
j This Week, contact your local community radio station and ask them to play the programme. If they] 
l won’t, ask them why not!! j 


ANARCHIST WORLD THIS WEEK 

NOW ON THE INTERNET - FOR ANYBODY ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD TO LISTEN IN TO. LIKE 
THE PROGRAM - TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE PLANET ABOUT OUR INTERNET ADDRESS 
-http://www.freespeech.org/anarchistAge 
ANARCHIST WORLD THIS WEEK POSTER AVAILABLE FOR THE COST OF A FEW STAMPS 

Want to help us find new listeners for the Anarchist World This Week? Send a few stamps to 
AWTW, PO Box 20, Parkville 3052, Melbourne VIC. Australia. Well send you out a colour poster 
(A3) for your use & a black & white poster you can photocopy, put up & display to help us increase 


Politically manipulated and scorned? Sick of being a peripheral player every time a 
Federal election comes around, then join 
VOTE INFORMAL TODAY, DIRECT DEMOCRACY TOMORROW 
a "political party" that is putting the boot into the Australian Parliamentary Process. 
Send a stamp self-addressed envelope to 

VOTE INFORMAL TODAY DIRECT DEMOCRACY TOMORROW 

PO Box 20, Parkville. 3052. Melbourne. Australia Telephone (03) 9828 
2856 (24 hour answering service). We will send information about how 
to join this unique 21st century Australian phenomena. 

DON'T PUT IT OFF JOIN THE PUSH FOR CHANGE NOW. 
Written and authorised by Joseph Toscano 
(National Convenor 205 Nicholson St Footscray 3012 Melbourne Aust.) 


; IT’S OUR ABC ; 

■ Will be meeting outside regional radio headquarters in Melbourne I 

| TIME: 11.30am | 

i DATE: 26 th September i 

I VENUE: 120-130 Southbank Boulevard, South Melbourne I 

■ ALL WELCOME. Bring along a banner and reclaim your ABC ■ 

[email madness. 

: Have access to cyberspace? Want to help us save on printing and postage! 
I costs? Then why don’t you receive the Anarchist Age Weekly Review by I 


emailed to you. 


|If You Like What You Have Read, Photocopy This Publication and Leave It In Doctors, Dentists, Vets Waiting Rooms and In Railway Stations, Bus Stops, Libraries and Restaurants Etc. 


The articles in the Anarchist Age Weekly Review express the opinion of individuals within the Libertarian Workers for a Self-Managed Society/Anarchist Media Institute. 
^^^^^^^^^^Jfie^lcMToUiecessaril^eflecUh^jjiniormTnh^bertaiiar^o 

PUBLICATIONS 

Anarchist Age Weekly Review - 4 pages of Anarchist commentary on Local, National and International events. 

$50.00 for 50 issues $10.00 for 10 issues 

Make out cheques or money orders to: Libertarian Workers, PO Box 20, Parkville, 3052 Victoria Aust. 


All material in the Anarchist Age Weekly Review can be used by anarchists, anarchist collectives and non-profit organisations as long as the source of the material is mentioned in the article. 
The Anarchist Age Weekly Review reserves all rights as far as commercial publications are concerned. 
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ANARCHISM - ADVANCING IN DIVERSITY STRIKING IN UNISON - YAMAGUCHI KENJI 


WELCOME TO THE 2T' CENTURY - THE ANARCHIST CENTURY. 


ANARCHIST MEDIA INSTITUTE OBSCENITY OF THE WEEK 

> Has been jointly awarded to the Muslim fundamentalists who caused so muchj 
, death and destruction in New York, and the United States government who/ 
J through their actions have created the conditions for this whole sorry mess -? 

> TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN 


email? INTERESTED?? 

Then email us at anarchistagelfhyahoo.com and arrange to have the weekly 


the number of people who listen to the Anarchist World This 
855 kHz EVR1 ** On your am djal ** 


Every Wednesday.3CR 

855 kHz.10.00 am 


The Anarchist World This Week. 

One hour of Anarchist News & Discussion 


v 



$1546.20 


All the News That Fits Anarchist News Service, Write to James, PO Box 503 , 

Newtown NSW 2042, or email james.hutchings@ato.gov.au 
***The government has been found to have acted illegally in detaining refugees on board the 
'Tampa' and forcing them out of Australian waters. They have been ordered to return the 
refugees to Australia. Attorney General Darryl Williams has confirmed that the refugees will be 
taken out of Australia anyway. The government has refused to explain to the refugees what's 
happening to them, or to tell them about the court's decision. Labor Party spokesman Robert 
McClelland said that the Labor Party would support any appeal by the government. He also 
suggested passing legislation which would work backwards in time and make the government's 
actions legal. 

***RMIT university reports that enrolments by students from "lower socio-economic 
backgrounds" has fallen dramatically. Enrolments by students under 25 fell from 20.19% in 
1996 to 17.7% in 2000. Enrolments by students over 25 fell from 14.06 to 9.74%. As well as 
cutting funding to public high schools, the government has also encouraged universities to give 
more places to full fee paying students; that is, people who pay for their course rather than being 
offered a place purely on their results. 

SOURCE: RMIT Student Union. 

***Images of Palestinians celebrating the bombing of the World Trade Centre may have been 
faked. A Palestinian student has claimed that the people depicted were in fact celebrating the 
withdrawal of the Israeli army from the Palestinian city of Jenin. SOURCE: personal letter, 
forwarded via the website of US group United Students Against Sweatshops. 

***The government has now spent enough public money on the 'Tampa' crisis to bring all the 
refugees ashore, and buy them each a house. A low estimate is $70 million. The total cost may 
be as high as $ 112 million. 

SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald. 

***Guards at refugee detention centres regularly violate the human rights of detainees, according 
to interviews with former detainees. Guards at the Curtin refugee detention centre in WA smashed 
mirrors and doors hours before a visit by Immigration Minister Phillip Ruddock, to make it look 
like refugees had done the damage, they said. The refugees say guards regularly told them "all of 
the Australian people hate you". After arriving on Christmas Island, one man said a guard or 
policeman told him "I am the Saddam Hussein of this island" and fired his gun. Another refugee 
said guards would regularly yell obscenities at detainees. A group of detainees were made to wear 
the same set of clothes for six months. Detainees weren't allowed pens, pencils, or paper, and their 
rooms were searched for these every day. There was no phone in the centre in question for six 
months. One man's family held a memorial service for him, believing him dead. In one case 
guards pulled down a detainee's pants in the medical area of the camp and handled his genitals. 
"They laughed. It was fun for them" a refugee said. The government's own report gives weight to 
some of the refugees' allegations. Phillip Flood, author of the report, wrote that some guards 
"treat detainees, including children, as if they were criminals". "Credible witnesses have told me 
of derogatory remarks to detainees, humiliation of people in room searches and people sworn at in 
an abusive manner". Mr Flood wrote that he was satisfied that these claims were valid. One 
refugee said that the guards are only doing what the government wants. 

SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald. 

***The government has spent $10 million in redundancy payments for 64 senior executives at 
the ABC. However cuts to ABC funding and staff, implemented by Jonathon Shier, haven't 
lowered the number of executives. The ABC now has 271 senior executives, compared to 245 
when the government first appointed Mr Shier. The ABC has refused to disclose the total salary 
bill for their senior 
executives. 

SOURCE: The Age. 

***Both sides of politics have implied that the 'Tampa' refugees are somehow connected to the 
World Trade Centre bombing in the US. Defence Minister Peter Reith said boats to Australia could 
be "a pipeline for terrorists". Labor Party leader Kim Beazley highlighted the importance of 
'border control', and asked the government for briefings on any links between accused bomber 
Osama bin Laden and illegal boat entry into Australia. The 'Tampa' refugees are mostly refugees 
from the Taliban, the regime accused by the US of harbouring the organisers of the bombing. The 
only thing they have in common with them is their race and religion. 

SOURCE: AAP, ABC. 

Media lie of the fortnight: 

MX newspaper (associated with the Murdoch press) reported that the blockade of the Nike store 
in Melbourne held on the anniversary of S11, was 'a fizzer', with "more police than protestors". 
The only problem with this story was that there were more protestors that police. Maybe the 
reporter was confused with "Don't Blame Capitalism For Oligarchical Evil", a right wing response 
to S11, which according to our informant attracted a crowd of one. Comment on the bombing of 
the World Trade Centre in the US: After the Oklahoma City bombing, the media and government 
leaped to the conclusion that it was 'Middle Eastern terrorists'. Of course the person who was 
eventually convicted was a white American Army veteran. When a bar in Germany was bombed 
and two US soldiers killed, the US blamed Libya, and bombed them in retaliation, killing many 
ordinary Libyans (but not the person supposedly responsible, Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi). The 
US had literally no evidence tying Libya to the bombing. What evidence there was pointed to a 
white supremacist group. When two US embassies in Africa were bombed, the US bombed a 
Sudanese factory which was making medicine, leading to the death of many ordinary Sudanese. 
They claimed that the factory was linked to the people behind the bombing. Ten months later they 
admitted they had no evidence for this. Terrorists usually claim their 'successes'. In fact they often 
claim responsibility for acts that they had nothing to do with. A bomb let off in France was 
claimed by communists, fascists, and Moslem fundamentalists. Osama bin Laden has denied being 
behind the bombing. It's also worth pointing out that, if the US government was as concerned 
with terrorism as they claim, they probably wouldn't have given bin Laden his original training. 
Bombing Afghanistan will not hurt bin Laden, even if he was responsible. In fact it will help him. 
When he emerges from his shelter he will be an anti-American hero throughout the Middle East. 
The bombing will kill ordinary people in Afghanistan. The idea that this is acceptable in the 
pursuit of political ends, is exactly the mentality behind the bombing of the World Trade Centre. 
































































